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Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 

we discussed last week some of the 
issues that are of significance, and I 
don’t think the press is paying enough 
attention to them. 

We just had a little bit more progress 
toward the development of fenofibrate, 
which is a generic drug, which some re-
searchers from Israel have had some 
success on in curing COVID. I want to 
talk about these successes and then 
talk what is going to be necessary to 
have happen to get this potentially 
lifesaving drug in the mainstream. 

Two researchers from Israel found 15 
people who were on oxygen and had 
pneumonia; and of the 15 people, after 
giving them fenofibrate, a generic drug 
available for very little, they got out of 
the hospital in 5 days. The other took, 
I think, it was 14 days. 

That is pretty incredible stuff. If it 
could be used routinely, it would dra-
matically have reduced the number of 
deaths in this country. 

Right now there are a variety of peo-
ple around the world trying to do re-
search on this topic, including the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and they are 
grateful they got some money from the 
U.S. Government. But given the prom-
ise of this drug, I think they should 
have gotten a lot more money to deal 
with it quickly. 

I have talked to the researchers, and 
they think they will be able to get to-
gether. I guess they need 700 patients 
before they can make a determination. 
They think they will be able to make a 
determination that this is a good drug 
by the end of March. That is not quick 
enough. 

If they had more money and more 
push, they would be able to get more 
potential patients, and I would like to 
think get a final determination by the 
end of December. 

So I am calling on my colleagues in 
Congress, as well as the NIH and the 
CDC, to highlight fenofibrate. It is also 
known as Tricor. It has been around a 
long time without dangerous side ef-
fects. Maybe there will be side effects 
with COVID, but there wasn’t dan-
gerous side effects otherwise. It has 
been used by millions of people. I am 
going to be circulating a letter, hoping 
that the administration wakes up and 
does something and does something 
quickly. 

And by the way, this doesn’t only 
cure it, but one of the underpublicized 
problems with COVID is that if you get 
it, it can result in long-lasting prob-
lems, problems to your lungs, problems 
to your organs. It appears, tentatively, 
that fenofibrate will clear up those 
problems quicker and not as many peo-
ple will have those problems. 

I am afraid from what I read that 
COVID is going to be around a long 
time. I know people who have gotten it 
after being vaccinated; not as bad, I 
guess, but they have gotten it. So 
again, I hope that this institution 
moves, and I hope the administration 
moves and hope we can move at warp 
speed and get a final determination on 
fenofibrate by the end of December. 

I would also like to address, given 
what has happened over the last week, 
what I believe is the biggest crisis fac-
ing the country today, and that is the 
problem at the southern border. 

The numbers are well known. Last 
July 8,000 people crossing the border, 
staying in the country. This year, 
105,000, and a lot of people think that is 
a low number. The increase, the per-
centage increase wasn’t quite as great 
in August. But, again, it was a substan-
tial increase at a time of year where it 
is very hot and normally people aren’t 
crossing the border. 

We know the effects. I also don’t 
think it has been as publicized as it 
should be. The huge number of people 
who are dying of illegal drugs, clearing 
90,000 in a year for the first time in this 
country. When I first got this job, 
45,000 a year was a lot. Every politician 
had to say we wanted to do something 
to fight illegal drug use. 

Now that we have fentanyl, an espe-
cially dangerous drug, we have more 
than doubled the number of people 
dying. Politicians barely talk about it. 
But obviously that situation has been 
exacerbated at the southern border. 

My local sheriffs are saying, ‘‘Glenn, 
why aren’t they doing anything to stop 
this coming across the southern bor-
der?’’ Think of all the families, the 
people who have died from illegal drug 
use. 

You think of all the humanitarian 
problems in addition to the huge finan-
cial impact this is going to have on 
America. 

I have been down at the border look-
ing at the little children in pens, under 
8 years old, unaccompanied by parents, 
staying there. What is going to become 
of these children? Apparently we don’t 
care. We continue to let the system go 
on. We continue to allow the word go 
out around the world, not just Central 
America, but South America, Asia, ev-
erywhere, Russia, Cuba, Haiti, more 
and more people coming in this coun-
try. And every day we don’t do some-
thing, the word gets out and the num-
ber continues to go up. 

But what I would like to address is 
how have some Members—I hope not 
that many. But currently the reconcili-
ation bill that is under consideration, 
you read about it in the paper, how do 
they respond? Do they respond with 
more Border Patrol agents? No, we are 
going to keep the Border Patrol under-
staffed. 

Do they respond with a wall? Which 
whenever anybody thinks about it, 
whenever I am on the border talking to 
local law enforcement, talking to the 
Border Patrol, all thought the wall was 
a good idea. No, we are not going to re-
spond that way. 

We are going to look at the crisis and 
change immigration law to dramati-
cally increase the number of people 
coming here, whether it is increasing 
the number of green cards, increasing 
chain migration. Right now, and some-
thing that I think would end the 
United States as we know it, if this 

reconciliation bill passes, it will result 
in a dramatic increase in immigration. 

So instead of doing what anybody 
with an ounce of common sense would 
say, and let’s hire more Border Patrol 
agents for the border, we go the other 
way and say we don’t have enough peo-
ple in this country. We are near record 
levels of the number of current Ameri-
cans who have been born abroad. Immi-
grants are fine. I think in 2018 we swore 
in, I believe, 830,000 new citizens. 

But to respond to the crisis at the 
border, all the Haitians being let in, all 
the people from around the world to 
say let’s change immigration law and 
let’s dramatically increase the number 
of people who are coming here legally, 
to boot, is just crazy. 

It is unfair to all the people who have 
done things right. And it is up to us to 
make sure that in the future, people 
who come here have their years in 
doing jobs, are appropriately vetted, 
and make sure they are good citizens. 
Not to slap dash say, as scandalous as 
things are at the border, let’s let in a 
lot of new people here as chain migra-
tion relatives or that many more green 
cards as well. 

So I beg this body to wake up. I beg 
the press corps to wake up as far as 
what is going on at the border, as well 
as what is going on in the reconcili-
ation bill, and let the American public 
know what is going on. 

I realize that the reconciliation bill 
is long and complicated. We can’t cover 
it all. But at least the American public 
ought to know what we are voting on 
before we destroy America. In addition 
to the generosity that is in the bill as 
well that further serves as a carrot to 
bring people here. 

We have a provision in there to give 
free Pell grants, free scholarships to 
people who are coming here illegally. 
Which, of course, will further encour-
age more people to come here. I still 
find that hard to believe. That if that 
bill passes as is, the average middle- 
class American will be expected to owe 
$20,000, $40,000, $50,000 in debt and may 
or may not get something available at 
the university. But if you show up at 
the southern border because you don’t 
have a lot of money and are considered 
poor, you will get free college. I mean, 
no wonder people are coming here when 
they see the type of bills that our Con-
gress propose. 

But above all, the other provisions 
are going to result in huge increases in 
immigration, and I beg the press corps 
to cover that. 

I would like to thank you for giving 
me this time to address these two prob-
lems, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning- 
hour debate and noon for legislative 
business. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:41 Sep 29, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28SE7.071 H28SEPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5504 September 28, 2021 
Thereupon (at 5 o’clock and 42 min-

utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first, second 
and third quarters of 2021, pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT, Sept. 14, 2021. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 1 AND JUNE 30, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS, Sept. 2, 2021. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND 
MAR. 31, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, Sept. 8, 2021. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 1 AND 
JUNE 30, 2021 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, Sept. 8, 2021. 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 

communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2243. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chair, Export-Import Bank, trans-
mitting a transaction pursuant to Sec. 
2(b)(3) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, 
as amended (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3)); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–2244. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chair, Export-Import Bank, trans-
mitting a transaction pursuant to Sec. 
2(b)(3) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, 
as amended (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3)); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–2245. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 

Major interim final rule — Requirements Re-
lated to Surprise Billing: Part 1 [CMS-9909- 
IFC] (RIN: 0938-AU63) received August 31, 
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

EC–2246. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Pro-
spective Payment System for Federal Fiscal 
Year 2022 and Updates to the IRF Quality Re-
porting Program; Payment for Complex Re-
habilitative Wheelchairs and Related Acces-
sories (Including Seating Systems) and Seat 
and Back Cushions Furnished in Connection 
with Such Wheelchairs [CMS-1748-F, CMS- 
1687-IFC, and CMS-1738-F] (RIN: 0938-AU38, 
0938-AT21, and 0938-AU17) received August 20, 

2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly 
to the Committees on Energy and Commerce 
and Ways and Means. 

EC–2247. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; Prospective Payment System and Con-
solidated Billing for Skilled Nursing Facili-
ties; Updates to the Quality Reporting Pro-
gram and Value-Based Purchasing Program 
for Federal Fiscal Year 2022; and Technical 
Correction to Long-Term Care Facilities 
Physical Environment Requirements [CMS- 
1746-F] (RIN: 0938-AU36) received August 20, 
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly 
to the Committees on Energy and Commerce 
and Ways and Means. 
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